
WEEK 8 DISCUSSION GUIDE: MANDA BALA (SEND A BULLET)1

Dir. Jason Kohn (T/F 2007)

● This is a documentary, however, the visual storytelling techniques employed throughout
the film take more from traditional narrative cinema than non-fiction cinema.  What
typical narrative genres come to mind after viewing this film?

● Considering the grisliness and danger of the story, and the Brazil depicted in the film,
how do the musical choices in Manda Bala, work almost as a counterpoint to the
narrative in the story?

● A large part of this movie's theme has to do with the constant paranoia many of the
upper class Brazilians live with. What are some of the most notable details that
exemplify this running thread of paranoia?

● In documentary film, there is an argument that states the filmmaker's duty is to be
objective, not unlike any other journalistic endeavor. Do you feel that this film depicts a
well rounded perspective of all of the players involved in the violent kidnapping going
on in Brazil?  Or, does it feel like the filmmaker is painting a more subjective picture and
taking a stand on one side of the aisle?

● Do you feel like there is something inherently problematic about the way the film
depicts it's villain Jader Barbalho, a powerful, allegedly corrupt Brazilian politician?
Does the film do it's part in painting him as a villain, or does it gloss over this a bit by
not digging into him more?

● One of the most striking images comes when we see a depiction of frog cannibalism,
we get a lingering shot where one frog eats another, how does this particular shot
encapsulate the film's main thematic message? Or is it just grotesque fodder that fails at
speaking to larger issues?

1Discussion questions were created by Michael Coleman, Digital Storytelling and Film Studies Instructor,
School of Visual Studies, University of Missouri


